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Fullness of Joy 
By Barbara Elden Cornet 


OD is so good! My heart just sings 
To think that He, the King of kings, 

Should call me, by His love, apart 
And deign to dwell within my heart. 
In Him alone I find delight, 
All other joys have taken flight. 
He is my peace, and I have found 
Pleasures at His right hand abound— 
Pleasures that last forevermore ; 
How quickly those of earth are o’er! 
Fullness of joy—fullness of peace, 


Here in His presence never cease. sd 


Low at Thy feet, dear Lord, I fall— 
How can my heart contain it all? 


How can my mind Thy love conceive ? 
Still, ’tis Thy Word, and I believe. 
Ever my heart shall sing Thy praise, 
Ever my lips shall tell Thy ways — 
God is so great, and I so small, 

How can my heart contain it all! 


“Where He Is” 


God wants us to pray confidently just 
where we are. We may feel that this is 
impossible. We are tempted to say to our- 
selves that when time and place and oppor- 
tunity are more favorable we shall be able 
to pray effectively. Perhaps God is trying 
to tell us that the very difficulty we are 
having in praying just now is the great rea- 
son why we should pray, and the assurance 
of his hearing us. There is a touching les- 
son on this in three words found unex- 
pectedly at the end of a verse in Genesis. 
Hagar and her young son Ishmael had been 
cast out of their home by Sarah and the 
boy’s own father Abraham —and it was 
God’s will that they should be. It seemed 
to be the end of everything for the mother 


and her son; the bottle of water she had 
taken into the wilderness was emptied; “she 
cast the child under one of the shrubs,” 
then she went away so as not to see him 
die, and she wept in heart-broken agony. 
But God had a message for her. She had 
not even prayed to God, had not spoken to 
him, but he spoke to her, and these were 
his words: “Fear not; for God hath heard 
the voice of the lad wHERE HE Is” (Gen. 
21:17). Then came the surprising, wel- 
come word: “Arise, lift up the lad, and 
hold him in thine hand; for I will make 
him a great nation.” While God does 
great things he never overlooks the small 
things, for “God opened her eyes, and she 
saw a well of water; and she went, and 
filled the bottle with water, and gave the 
lad drink.” Hagar did not need to bring 
her helpless boy into a place of safety and 
comfort before God would hear and help. 
“Where he is” is the place where God de- 
lights to hear and answer every one of his 
helpless children today, as he did in Abra- 
ham’s day. Let us look to him with thanks- 
giving, joy, and boldness just where we are. 


—<— 
Harvey Borton’s Home-Going 


One of the most valued Directors The 
Sunday School Times Company has ever 
had has been called Home to be with the 
Lord. J. Harvey Borton has been widely 


x 


known among God’s people for many years 
as a faithful steward and active worker 
in important and far-reaching branches of 
Christian service. In addition to his mem- 
bership on the Times Board of Directors 
he was President of the American Board 
of Trustees of the Belgian Gospel Mission, 
Chairman of the Victorious Life Testimony, 
of Keswick Colony of Mercy, and of the 
Pioneer Mission Agency. He was active 
and prominent in the business world, where 
he was respected and loved for his integrity, 
high ideals, personal character, and busi- 
ness policies. For some thirty years he had 
been a warm personal friend of the officers 
of The Sunday School Times Company, and 
had been increasingly a factor in its life and 
organization. Usually in exceptionally good 
health, Mr. Borton was obliged to undergo 
an operation early in October, and he did 
not recover from this, being called “to 
depart, and to be with Christ; which is 
far better’ (Phil. 1: 23), on Saturday aft- 
ernoon, October 30. A sketch of Mr. Bor- 
ton’s life and character will be published 
in an early issue of the Times; but no 
description of him could equal that which 
was on the Keswick Calendar leaf for Sun- 
day morning, October 31, his first Lord’s 
Day in Heaven: “Not slothful in busi- 
ness; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 
rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; 
continuing instant in prayer” (Rom. 12: 
II, 12). 


Abiding, the Secret of Fruitfulness 


A side light on the Sunday school lesson in this issue 


and his people is variously expressed 

in the New Testament Scriptures. 
The Lord Jesus taught, under the figure 
of the vine and the branches as recorded 
in the fifteenth chapter of John, the spir- 
itual oneness of himself and his disciples. 
The thought of abiding in Christ is cen- 
tral in the chapter. The great secret of 
blessedness in the Christian life is abiding 
in Christ, 

Life is found in Christ.—‘For as the 
Father hath life in himself; so hath he 
given to the Son to have life in himself” 
(John 5:26). “For ye are dead, and your 
life is hid with Christ in God” (Col. 3: 
3). “And this is the record, that God hath 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in 
his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; 
and he that hath not the Son of God hath 
not life’ (1 John 5:11, 12). The life of 
the vine flows out through the branches. 
There is no life apart from Christ. 


"Tena relation existing between Christ 


The secret of fruitfulness—AI1 who abide 
in Christ are fruitful. The chapter speaks 
of “fruit,” then “more fruit,” then “much 
fruit.” How can God be honored by the 
professing Christian who is fruitless? But 
we need not worry about fruit if we are 
sure that we are one with, and abiding in, 
Christ. But what is the fruit for which 
God looks? “He that winneth souls is 
wise” (Prov. 11:30). The blessed priv- 
ilege is ours of seeing souls won to Christ 
by personal effort. The word spoken, the 
deed of kindness performed, the duty dis- 
charged, bring forth their fruitage which 
God often permits tis to behold here in this 
life. Then there is the fruit which is re- 
vealed in the personal and inner life, the 
fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22, 23; Rom. 
6:22; Eph. 5:9; Heb. 13:15). 

The secret of power in prayer (v. 73 
John 14: 13, 14; 1 John 3: 22).—If we fully 
abide in Christ we have no independent life 
of our own. If we have no thoughts, plans, 
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feelings, purposes, works, fruit of our own, 
but let Christ think his thoughts, feel his 
feelings, purpose his purposes, work his 
works, bear his fruit, in us, then we may 
ask whatsoever we will and it shall be done. 

The secret of constant cleansing from sin 
(v. 3; John 8:31, 32; 17: 17).—When we 
commit sin we are not abiding in Christ. 
It is our fault if the channel becomes 
choked. We need to claim the cleansing. 
“The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleans- 
eth us from all sin’ (1 John 1:7). “What- 
soever abideth in him sinneth not” (1 John 
3:6). 

The secret of true discipleship (v. 8; 1 
John 2: 4).—He who abides in Christ keeps 
his commandments. It was to those who 
remained with Christ faithfully that he said 
at last, “Ye are they which have continued 
with me in my temptations and I appoint 
unto you a kingdom” (Luke 22: 28, 29). 
“He that saith he abideth in him ought 
himself also so to walk, even as he walked” 
(1 John 2:6). 

The secret of Holy Spirit leadership.— 
The Christian who lives the abiding life is 
not controlled by his own selfish desires. 
“But ye have an unction from the Holy 
One, and ye know all things. . . . But the 


anointing which ye have received abideth. 


in you, and ye need not that any man teach 
you” (1 John 2:20, 27). 

The secret of confidence and trust.— 
Abiding in Christ means a life of quiet 
trust, moment by moment. Hard effort on 
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our part cannot produce fruit to the glory 
of God. Mr. Moody prized a little clock 
that was given to him by a lady whom he 
had helped spiritually. She feared that if 
she became a Christian she might not be 
able to continue. Moody said: “That clock 
ticks one tick at a time. During the week 
the ticks total more than a million, but the 
clock is not concerned with the millions but 
with the next tick.” 

Possession of Christ’s love and friendship 
(vs. 9, 10; Eph. 5:2; 1 John 3: 16).—We 
cannot love all people naturally. When 
Christ abides within, we shall be conscious 
of his love; and the love of God will be 
so shed abroad in our heart by the Holy 
Spirit (Rom. 5:5) that we cannot help 
loving the unlovely. 

The secret of joy (v. 11).—The joy of 
communion is lost only when .the com- 
munion is broken. An evangelist asked a 
boy in a small town, “Do the people of this 
town enjoy their religion?” The boy an- 
swered promptly, “Them that has it does.” 
Abiding in Christ puts the joy of the Lord 
into our hearts. The Christian’s cup of 
blessing and joy should be always running 
over (John 16: 24, 33; Psa. 23:5). Present 
joy in the Lord is just a foretaste of the 
future joys awaiting the believer (Psa. 17: 
15; 1 John 3: 1-3). 

Oh, what a wonderful place 
Jesus has given to me, 


“7 by His glorious grace, 
I may be “even as He.” 
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Any Advantage in 
Premillennialism ? 


What is the advantage of premillennial- 
ism over postmillennialism? I have two 
preacher friends, one a Presbyterian and 
one a Baptist, who declare they don’t know 
which they are if either, and who say that 
they can’t see that it will make any differ- 
ence when the Lord comes, just so they 
are on the job and working for the King- 
dom when he comes; and I think they are 
both doing this and doing their best to see 
the Kingdom of God come to this earth. 
For myself, I kave always believed and 
preached the premillennial doctrine. 


The only difference I can see is in the 
fact that we are looking for the Lord’s 
imminent coming, while the “posts” are not 
expecting his coming soon, as millennial 
conditions are far from existing at the pres- 
ent time, and trom the way things are go- 
ing it looks like it will be a long time before 
the whole world will be cortverted, as they 
seem to think it will be before he comes. 
—A Colorado reader. 


The chief advantage of premillennialism 
over postmillennialism is that premillennial- 
ism is God’s plan for saving the world, 
while postmillennialism is man’s plan for 
saving the world. God’s plans usually have 
the advantage over man’s plans! 

Premillennialism is the view that Christ 
is coming before the millennium; that only 
by his personal return and reign can the 
millennium or Kingdom be established on 
this earth. Postmillennialism is the view 
that Christ is coming after the millennium; 
that the Church will, in this present age 
of grace, convert the world and bring in 

the millennium and establish God’s King- 


dom on earth, and at the end of the mil- 
lennium Christ will come again. 

There is no Scripture teaching that the 
Church will or can convert the whole world 
during this present age of grace. There 
are many Scriptures teaching the opposite. 
For example: 


But as the days of Noe were, so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be. For as 
in the days that were before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage, until the day that Noe entered 
into the ark, and knew not until the flood 
came, and took them all away; so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be. Then shall 
two be in the field; the one shall be taken, 
and the other left. Two women shall be 
grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, 
and the other left. ‘Watch therefore: for, ye 
know not what hour your Lord doth come 
(Matt. 24: 37-42). 

Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; 
they did eat, they drank, they bought, they 
sold, they planted, they builded ; but the same 
day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained 
fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed 
them all. Even thus shall it be in the day 
when the Son of man is revealed (Luke 17: 
28-30). 

Let no man deceive you by any means: for 
that day shall not come, except there come a 
falling away first, and that man of sin be 
revealed, the son of perdition; . . . and then 
shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord 
shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, 
and shall destroy with the brightness of his 
coming (2 Thess. 2: 3, 8) 

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in 
the latter times some shall depart from the 
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doc- 
trines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy ; 
having their —— seared with a hot 
iron (1 Tim. 4:1, 2). 

This know hy that in the last days peril- 
ous times shall come. For men shall be lovers 
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of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthank- 
ful, unholy, without natural affection, truce- 
breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, de- 
spisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, 
highminded, lovers of pleasures more than 
lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof: from such turn 
away (2 Tim. 3: 1-5). 

Postmillennialism teaches that the world 
is growing better and will.continue to grow 
better until the Lord comes again. These 
passages of Scripture, and others, declare 
just the opposite. And the times in which 
we live declare the opposite. It is said that 
heathenism is gaining on Christendom at 
the rate of 1,000 to one every year. At that 
rate, when will the Church convert the 
world? 

Another advantage of premillennialism 
over postmillennialism is that it agrees with 
the facts of history and of present-day ob- 
servation, and with the Bible, while post- 
millennialism seems blind to the facts of his- 
tory and of this present world, and rejects 
the teaching of the Bible on the millennium 
and the mission of the Church. 


— 


1938 Sunday School Lessons 


I wish that at the close of the year, or 
the beginning, we might see in the Times 

a list of the Sunday school lesson titles 

for the entire year. And I am always glad 

for any plans, methods, or suggestions for 
improving our Sunday school work.—A 

California reader. 

To publish the list of titles, Bible ref- 
erences, Golden Texts, etc., of one year’s 
lessons in the International Uniform Series 
would take such an excessive amount of 
space in these columns that it is not prac- 
ticable for THE SuNpDAyY ScHooL TIMEs to 
do this, with the present costs of paper and 
printing as they are. But the Times pub- 
lishes the entire list, every year, in a much 
more convenient form for Sunday school 
workers, as a small 24-page pamphlet that 
can readily be slipped into the Bible or 
one’s pocket or handbag, or kept at hand 
on one’s desk for ready reference ; this pam- 
phlet for 1938 may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen copies, postpaid. 

Following the remarkable Sunday school 
lessons of the present quarter, “Studies 
in the Christian Life,” which give teach-rs 
and classes a rich opportunity of studying 
the Victorious Life in Christ and how to 
“possess their possessions” in Him, the first 
six months of 1938 take up “The Gospel 
of Service,” following Mark’s Gospel 
throughout. Then come three months’ study 
of success and failure in the lives of some 
of Israel’s early leaders, — Joshua, Caleb, 
Deborah, Gideon, and other Old Testament 
characters. The Fourth Quarter takes up 
a most unusual and profitable study: the 
Ten Commandments in the light of the 
teachings of our Lord. 

The California reader will be glad to 
know, as will many others, that THe Sun- 
pAY ScHooL TIMEs is planning to give large 
attention this winter and during the coming 
year to practical plans and methods for 


improving and building up Sunday school 


work in its various departments, with spe- 
cial attention to the solving of the prob!em 
of the dropping out of boys and girls from. 
the Sunday school. Further announcements 
of this will be made in early issues. 






















Lesson for November 28 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 











A visit to one of the finest airports in the World 
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Making Palestine an Airway Cepteren:, 
By George FS: Davis*#2- 
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Palestine occupies a place of strategic 

importance. The country has been 
called the center of the world. It is the 
gateway between the Orient and the Occi- 
dent. Hence it is not surprising that in 
the development of modern air routes Pal- 
estine should become an airway center. 

The site selected for the Palestine airport 
is a large stretch of level ground near 
ancient Lydda. We read of Lydda in the 
New Testament; it was there that Peter 
healed A=neas, and we are told that “all 
that dwelt at Lydda,” seeing the man that 
was healed, “turned to the Lord” (Acts 
9: 35). 

Today Lydda is a Mohammedan town, 
with probably few or no Christian inhabi- 
tants. It is unprogressive and unattrac- 
tive. A curious feature of Lydda is the 
number of unfinished buildings on the main 
street. Some years ago, probably when the 
railway came to Lydda, these shops were 
partly built, but were left uncompleted. 
The attempt at progress did not succeed, 
and the town sank again into Oriental 
languor. 


An International Port 


The airport near Lydda is in striking 
contrast to the town. It is up-to-date to 
the last degree. The situation of the air- 
port is excellent from the traveler’s stand- 
point. It is about a dozen miles from both 
Tel Aviv and Jaffa, and some thirty miles 
from Jerusalem. 

A friend in Jerusalem spoke so enthu- 
siastically about the new airport that I 
was eager to see it. He increased my inter- 
est by saying that a new and larger Royal 
Dutch Mail airplane would shortly be stop- 
ping there. We arranged to go to Lydda, 
and on the appointed day left Jerusalem 
by car. We reached the airport well be- 
fore the hour set for the arrival of the 
Dutch plane. Just as we came to the flying 
field a plane of the Egyp- 


bates a geographic point of view 


The passenger plane, with its fine 
equipment and regular schedule of ar- 
rivals and departures, is in the vanguard 
of modern civilization. When these 
gleaming, silvery airliners become 
familiar to a people all the other me- 
chanical wonders of this age are not 
far behind. So it is today in Palestine. 
In his four preceding articles Mr. Davis 
has told of his arrival in Jerusalem last 
summer, the Jews’ return from exile, 
the struggles of the colonists, and the 
tremendous growth of Tel Aviv. In 
this fifth article of the series on “See- 
ing Prophecy Fulfilled in Palestine,” 
which will be continued next week, he 
gives a thrilling description of Pales- 
tine’s place in the world’s air travel, 
and its significance in the light of 
prophecy. 








places in the world. Before this visit I 


‘had supposed that the runway on which 


planes landed at an airport was simply 
a smooth piece of ground in a field. To 
my surprise, I found it was far more com- 
plicated and costly than smooth soil. 

There are four runways at the Lydda 
airport. Each is half a mile long and 
330 feet wide. A force of 750 men worked 
for over a year constructing the runways 
and roads of the port. The runways are 
built of asphalt. An extensive drainage 
system had to be built to prevent rain water 
from getting under the asphalt and causing 
it to crack. The cost of the runways at 
the Lydda airport was nearly a million dol- 
lars! 
» The central airport building is now be- 
ing constructed. It will cost another quar- 
ter of a million, and will contain a restau- 
rant and sleeping accommodations, as well 
as immigration, customs, quarantine, and 
police offices. 

Presently the big Dutch plane hove in 
sight. It circled round, dropped gently on 
to the runway, ran along a considerable 


distance, and came to a stop not far from 
where I was standing. The plane was 
made of aluminum and glistened in the sun- 
light like a great silver-gray bird. The 
new Dutch machines are monoplanes, and 
are very fast. The regular schedule of the 
planes between Amsterdam in Holland and 
Batavia in Java is five and a half days. 
Once, however, in a special contest the long 
journey of more than 9,000 miles was com- 
pleted in two days and four hours! 

After the passengers had disembarked 
with their baggage I had the privilege of 
inspecting the machine. The Dutch wire- 
less operator was very courteous and gladly 
gave me information. The big plane was 
a Douglas machine made in Santa Monica, 
Calif., and cost $150,000. The plane carries 
about fifteen passengers. I tried one of 
the seats and found it very comfortable. I 
then went into the engine room and found 
it a maze of buttons, and bulbs, and control 
apparatus. 


Comfort and Safety in the Air 


The wireless operator said that each plane 
carries a crew of four: the captain, first 
officer, engineer, and wireless operator. 
The plane—the wireless man called it a 
“ship”? —is equipped with an automatic 
pilot. It is set for the course the plane 
is to take, and then simply adjusted a bit 
until the destination is reached. The ship 
is heated and the temperature automati- 
cally regulated by a thermostat. The wire- 
less man said that -another valuable asset 


. of the new machines is that they are al- 


most sound proof: passengers could carry 
on a conversation as easily while the plane 
was in motion as we were doing when the 
engine was shut off. 

The operator evidently enjoyed flying and 
his own wireless work. He said he had 
been flying for five years, had never been 
in an accident, and felt just as safe in the 
air as on the land. The day previous, 

while flying over thé 





tian Airway Service hov- 
ered over the field, made 
a graceful landing, and 
rolled into the hangar to 
await the appointed time 
for another flight. 

While waiting for the 
Dutch plane my friend in- 
troduced me to the engi- 
neer who constructed the 
runways for the landing of 
the planes, and who is 
erecting the airport build- 
ing. -The engineer was 
very kind in taking me 
over the runway and in 
giving information about 
the port. sek 

The discovery was soon 
made that the runway at 
Lydda is one of the finest 
in the East. In fact, it is 
probably not greatly ex- 
celled by many landing 
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Balkans, he had been in 
touch by wireless first with 
Amsterdam and, five min- 
utes later, with Batavia, in 
Java on the other side of 
the world. 

As the time drew near for 
the plane to depart other of- 
ficers appeared and stood 
chatting beside the ship. 
One of the officers told of 
the widely scattered places 
in which they take their 
meals. He said they had 
breakfast that morning in 
Athens and cool drinks at 

‘ Alexandria. They had just 
had their lunch here at 
Lydda, and expected to 
have tea at Bagdad and 
supper in Bosrah! What 











American Colony Photo 


An airplane from Holland at Lydda 








could give one a better idea 
(Continued on page 806) 
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A Christmas service for the Sunday school 


The Rainbow Light of Christmas 











By Mary Brainerd Smith 














OPENING SENTENCE: 


Leader—“The dayspring from on high hath 
visited us, to give light to them that 
sit in darkness” (Luke 1: 78, 79). 


Oreninc Hymn—“Let There Be Light.” 


(Tune, “My Hope Is Built on 
Nothing .Less.”) 
“Let there be light,” God said, ere earth 
At His command sprang forth to birth; 
And o’er His new-made world was shed 
The Light before which darkness fled. 


His word of power had conquered night, 
For He, the mighty God, is Light. 


But, through man’s sin, o’er earth there 
rolled 

Still darker night than that of old; 

Yet morning light began to break 

When through earth’s gloom once more God 
spake, 

And, lo, there came from heavenly height 

The Incarnate Word, the Christ of light. 


With glory of eternity, 

The Light of all the world is He, 
Come down to share this life of ours, 
And shed abroad light’s healing powers. 
O wondrous Gift of Christmas night, 
God’s Gift supernal, Christ the Light! 


Leader—“Shew forth the praises of him 
who hath called you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light” (1 Pet. 2: 
9). 

Jesus said, “I am come a light 
into the world, that whosoever believeth 
on me should not abide in darkness” 
(John 12: 46). 

JESUS CAME: 
1. To Dispel the Darkness of Fear 
with the Light of Faith 

SCRIPTURE RESPONSES: 

Leader—“Fear was on every side” (Psa. 
$? 2:13). 

Boys—“Say to them that are of a fearful 
heart, ... Fear not: behold, your God 
will come, . . . he will come and save 
you” (Isa. 35:4). 

Girls—“The Lord shall give thee rest from 
thy ... fear” (Isa: 14:3). 

Leader—“Without were fightings, within 
were fears” (2 Cor. 7:5). 

Boys—“The angel said, .. . Fear not: for, 
... unto you is born... a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2: 
10; 31). 

Girls—Jesus said, “Why are ye fearful, O 
ye of little faith?” (Matt. 8: 26.) 
Boys—“Let not your heart be troubled: 
ye believe in God, believe also in me. 
. . . Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid” (John 14:1, 

27). 

Girls—“I will not leave you comfortless” 
(John 14: 18). 

“Lo, I am with you alway” (Matt. 
28: 20). 

Hymn—“Send Out the Light.” 

(Tune, “Throw Out the Life Line.”) 


Send out the light of the blest Christmas 


word, 
Scattering earth’s darkness where’er it is 
heard ; 


Jesus the Saviour has come from above, 
Lighting this world with the light of God’s 


love. 
Chorus 
Send the good tidings, glad Christmas 
tidings, 


Brought by God’s angels from Heaven. 
Send the good tidings, glad Christmas 
tidings, 
Jesus the Saviour is given. 
—_ out that light where the darkness of 
ear 
Holds men in shackles of bondage so drear, 
Shed = the light of God’s Love-Gift to 
au, 
That from those lives all the fetters may 
fall. (Cho.) 


Send out that light where in darkness they 
grope, ; 
God’s Gift unknown, without joy, without 


hope, 
Shed there the light of His forgiving grace, 
That peace and joy may abound in each 
place. (Cho.) 

RECITATION BY A JuNIOR Pupit—“God’s 
Rainbow.” 

Whene’er God’s rainbow arch is flung 
Across the sky, we know 

Those seven colors fair that form 
The beauty of the bow 

Are just the colors that it takes 
The rays of light to make, 

Which, when the sun shines through the 

rain, 

In gleaming hues there break. _ 

So Christ’s life, shining forth against 
Earth’s clouds of sin and night, 

In beauties manifold appears, 
For Christ Himself is Light. 

2. To Dispel the Darkness of Sorrow 

with the Light of Joy 

ScripTuRE RESPONSES: 

Leader—“They shall look unto the earth; 
and behold trouble and darkness, dim- 
ness of anguish; and they shall be 
. driven to darkness” (Isa. 8:22). 

Boys—“Thy light is come, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen upon thee” (Isa. 
60:1). 

“God is light, and in him is no dark- 
ness at all” (1 John 1:5). 


Girls—“The Lord shall be thine everlasting 
light, and the days of thy mourning 
shall be ended” (Isa. 60: 20). 


Leader—“Man is born unto trouble, as the 
. sparks fly upward” (Job 5:7). 
Boys—“Hear the word of the Lord, ... I 
will turn their mourning into joy,... 
and make them rejoice from their 
sorrow” (Jer. 31: 10, 13). 


Girls—“The angel said, . . . Behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people” (Luke 2: 10). 

Boys—“It shall be said in that day, Lo, this 
is our God ... He will save us: ... 
we will be glad and rejoice in his sal- 
vation” (Isa. 25:9). 

Girls—Jesus said, “These things have I 
spoken unto you, that my joy might re- 
main in you, and that your joy might 
be full” (John 15:11). 

“Your sorrow shall be turned into 
joy, ... and your joy no man taketh 
from you” (John 16:20, 22). 


Primary Hymn—“O’er Bethlehem’s Hill!- 
side.” 
(Tune, “Away in a Manger.”) 
O’er Bethlehem’s hillside there shone a 
great light, 
When Jesus was born on that first Christ- 
mas night; 
For angels came down the glad tidings to 


tell 

That God’s blessed Son had on earth come 
to dwell. 

High in the blue heavens, a star shone so 
bright, 

To lead men to Bethlehem by its clear light; 

But Jesus shines brighter than heaven’s 
brightest star, 

His glory is greater than angels’ by far. 


3. To Dispel the Darkness of Sin 
with the Light of Righteousness 


SCRIPTURE RESPONSES: 


Leader—Ye have. sinned. against the Lord, 
and have not obeyed the voice of the 
Lord, nor walked in his law” (Jer. 
44: 23). 

“Who leave the paths of uprightness, 
to walk in the ways of darkness” 
(Prov. 2: 13). 

Boys—“Thus saith God the Lord, ... I 
will make darkness light” (Isa. 42: 
5, 16). 

Girls—“The Lord shall arise upon thee. ... 
The Lord shall be unto thee an ever- 
lasting light” (Isa. 60:2, 19). 

Leader—“In him is no darkness at all” (1 
John 1:5). 


Girls—“Behold, the darkness shall cover 
the earth, and gross darkness the peo- 
ple” (Isa. 60:2). 

“For all have sinned” (Rom. 3:23). 

“If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us” (1 John 1:8). 

Boys—“The Lord ... . hath delivered us 
from the power of darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of his 
dear Son: in whom we have redemp- 
tion through his blood, even the for- 
giveness of sin’ (Col. 1: 10, 13, 14). 


Girls—“Once . . . hath he appeared to put 
away sin” (Heb. 9: 26). 

“That we might be made the right- 

eousness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5: 21). 


Leader—“The darkness is past, and the 
true light now shineth” (1 John 2:8). 


Boys—‘“The angel said, . . . Unto you is 
born this day . . . a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord” (Luke 2: 10, 11). 

“He shall save his people from their 
sins” (Matt. 1:21). 


Girls—“And this is his name whereby he 
shall be called, THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS?” (Jer. 23: 6). 

Junior Hymn—“While the Shepherds 
Vigil Kept.” 

(Tune, “Come, Ye Thankful People, 
‘ Come.”—St. George’s, Windsor.) 


While the shepherds. vigil kept 
O’er their flocks that safely slept, 
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Suddenly a glorious light : 
Shone around them through the night. 
Sore afraid, they hid their eyes, 

As from out the riven skies 

Spake an angel, “Do not fear, 

For I bring you news of cheer.” 


“Lo, in David’s town this day,” 
Marveling, they heard him say 
“Christ is born, the promised One, 
Man’s great Saviour, God’s own Son.” 
“Ye shall in a manger bed, 

Find the Babe,” the angel said. 

“He lies there is sweet repose, 

Wrapped about with swaddling clothes.” 


Then above that Bethlehem plain, 
Burst a glad, angelic strain. 

“Glory be to God,” they cry, 

‘Peace and good will from on high.” 
Glorious were those tidings told 

On that Christmas night of old, 

Of the birth of Christ the King, 
Come God’s joy and peace to bring. 


4. To Dispel the Darkness of Ignorance 
with the Light of Truth 


ScrrpTuRE RESPONSES: 


Leader—“There is none that understandeth” 
(Rom. 3: if). 
“They know not; ... they walk on in 
darkness” (Psa. 82:5). 


Boys—“God our Saviour . . . will have all 
men to... come unto the knowledge 
of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:3, 4). 


Girls—“The eyes of your understanding be- 
ing enlightened” (Eph. 1: 18). 

Leader—“Fools die for want of wisdom” 
(Prov. 10:21). 


Boys—“The angel said, . . . Unto you is born 
this day .. . a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord” (Luke 2: 10, 11). 

Girls—“In whom are hid all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2: 
3). 

Boys—‘The Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us, .. . full of grace and 
truth” (John 1:14). 

Girls—“Jesus saith...I am. 
(John 14:6). 

“Tf ye continue in my word, ... ye 
shall know the truth” (John 8: 31, 32). 


Boys—“God, who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness, hath shined in 
our hearts, to give the light of tlfe 
knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6). 


Junior Recitation—“If Christ Had Not 
Come.” 
1. Would life be different, can you say, 
Had Christ not come that Christmas Day ? 


2. A Father-God we ne’er had known, 
Save as through Chrtst His love was 
shown. 
3. Ne’er had we known forgiving grace, 
If Christ had not died in our place. 
4. Eternal life none could attain, 
If Christ had not risen again. 


5. Still woman as man’s slave had stood, 
Had Christ not honored womanhood. 


6. And children’s life had ne’er been blest, 
Had Christ not drawn them to His breast. 


7. To others’ need none would give thought, 
Had Christ man’s brotherhood not taught. 
8. ie hospital had e’er been planned, 


men had not known Christ’s healing 
hand. 


9. Men still their brothers would enthrall, 
Had Christ not taught God’s love for all. 


10. *T' would be a sad and hopeless earth, 
Had it ne’er known a Saviour’s birth. 


5. To Dispel the Darkness of Enmity 
with the Light of Peace 
ScrIPTURE RESPONSES: 


Leader—‘The Lord hath spoken, I have 
nourished and brought up children, and 


. . the truth” 
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they have rebelled against me” (Isa. 
1:2). 

“Therefore he was turned to be their 
enemy” (Isa. 63: 10). 

Boys—“Thus saith the Lord God, ... I 
will set up one shepherd over them, 
... and I will make with them a cove- 
nant of peace’ (Ezek. 34: 20, 23, 25). 

Girls—“There was with the angel a multi- 
tude of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace” (Luke 2: 13, 
14). 

Leader—“Ye were without Christ, .. . and 
strangers from the covenants of prom- 
ise” (Eph, 2: 12). 

“Being alienated from the life of 
God” (Eph. 4: 18). 

Boys—“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; 
for he hath visited and redeemed his 
people, . . . to guide our feet into the 
way of peace” (Luke 1:68, 79). 


Girls—“Unto us a child is born, . . . and 
his name shall be called .. . The Prince 
of Peace” (Isa. 9:6). 
Boys—‘“For he is our peace” (Eph. 2:14). 
“Having made peace through the 
blood of his cross” (Col. 1:20). 


Girls—Jesus saith, “Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you” (John 14: 
27). 


INTERMEDIATE RECITATION—“The Heavenly 
Lights.” 


1. Christ came to this dark world to give 
The light of heaven, that men might live. 
For His own heaven above. 
He lifted fallen ones and weak, 
And stooped the healing word to speak, 
And lit the torch of love. 
2. He came, with tenderest touch, to where 
Were men bowed down ’neath pressing care, 
In shadowed paths of doubt. 

He gave the conquering power of life, 
And peace that stills the inward strife, 
And joy’s clear light shone out. 

3. He moved ’mong men with godlike mien, 
In majesty earth ne’er had seen, 
In beauty earth ne’er knew. 
And vision came to sin-blind men 
Of God, unseen, beyond their ken; 
And faith flamed high and true. 
4. Obedient to the Father’s will, 
He trod the road to Calvary’s hill, 
And drained death’s bitter cup; 
But when His glory brake the gloom, 
And He arose from sealed tomb, 
Hope’s beacon light flashed up. 
5. And since from Olivet that day 
He sought His Father’s side for aye, 
His heavenly glory bright, 
Those lights have never failed to glow, 
Nor ever shall, till here below 
He comes again in might. 


6. To Dispel the Darkness of Hatred 
with the Light of Love 

SCRIPTURE RESPONSES: 

Leader—“He that hateth his brother is in 
darkness, and walketh in darkness” (1 
John 2:11). 

Boys—“Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and sent 
his Son” (1 John 4: 10). 

Girls—“For God is love” (1 John 4:8). 

“In him is no darkness at all” (1 
John 1:5). 

Leader—“We ourselves also were some- 
times . . . hateful, and hating one an- 
other” (Titus 3:3). 

Boys—“Ye were sometimes darkness, but 
now are ye light in the Lord:.walk 
as children of light” (Eph. 5:8). 

Girls—“And walk in love, as Christ also 
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hath loved us, and hath given himself 
for us” (Eph. 5:2). 

Leader—“The people that walked in dark- 
ness have seen a great light” (Isa. 9: 
Zi, 

Boys—‘There was with the angel a multi- 
tude of the heavenly host, . . . saying, 
. . . Good will toward men” (Luke 2: 
13, 14). 

“For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son” (John 
3:16). 

Girls—Jesus said, “This is my command- 
ment, That ye love one another” (John 
15:12). 

“If we love one another, God dwell- 
eth in.us, and his love is perfected in 
us” (1 John 4:12). 


ADDRESS BY THE PASTOR OR SUPERINTEND- 
ENT. 


7. To Dispel the Darkness of Death 
with the Light of Life 


ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 


Leader—“Death passed upon all men, for 

that all have sinned” (Rom. 5:12). 

“All this is come upon us, ... and 
covered us with the shadow of death” 
(Psa. 44:17, 19). 

Boys—“The Lord my God will enlighten 
my darkness” (Psa. 18: 28). 

Girls—“They that dwell in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath the 
light shined” (Isa. 9:2). 

Boys—‘The angel said, . . . Unto you is 
born this day . . . a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord” (Luke 2: 10, 11). 

Girls—“To give light to them that sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death” 
(Luke 1:79). 

Leader—‘“In him was life; and the life was 
the light of men” (John 1: 4). 


Boys—‘“Jesus said, .. . I am the resurrec- 
tion, and the life: he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live” (John 11:25). ' 


Girls—“‘Our Saviour Jesus Christ .. . hath 
abolished death, and hath brought life 
and immortality to light” (2 Tim. 1: 
10). 


Crosinc Hymn—“Tell the Christmas Story 
O’er.” . 


(Tune, “Whosoever Will.’’) 


bar Figg wondrous story that will ne’er grow 

old, 

How Christ came to earth God’s love here 
to unfold, 

For a sad world waits to hear that story 


told. 
Tell the Christmas story o’er. 


Chorus 


Tell the story o’er, tell the story o’er, 
Till its echo sounds upon earth’s farthest 


shore. 

Tell the great salvation Christ hath wrought 
for men, 

Tell the story o’er again. 


Though the great Creator of both earth and 


SKy, 
Tell how Jesus came from out His heaven 
on high, 
Came that man no more in hopeless doom 
might die, 
Tell the Christmas story o’er. (Cho.) 


Though He dwelt in glory of unfading day, 

He came down to earth that in deep dark- 
ness lay, 

Came to banish all its gloom and night for 


aye. 
Tell the Christmas story o’er. (Cho.) 
BENEDICTION. 
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Making Palestine an 
Airway Center 
(Continued from page 803) 


of the distances covered by these fast 
planes! 

Presently the big plane was ready to 
take off for another flight. As it glided 
along the runway, and soared slowly and 
gracefully aloft,.I felt for the first time 
in my life a longing to travel in the air. 
I was so intent on watching the machine 
that I had not noticed a young man stand- 
ing beside me, until I heard him saying, 
“They shall mount up with wings as 
eagles.” 

Turning to him, I said, “You evidently 
know your Bible.” 

“Well,” he replied, “I know it a bit.” 

Further conversation revealed the fact 
that he was a Jew, and was the third gen- 
eration of his family born in Palestine. We 
began to talk about conditions in the coun- 
try, and he exclaimed: “What I can’t un- 
derstand is, why we should be having so 
much trouble here in Palestine! We have 
come from other parts of the world ex- 
pecting to find a haven of rest in this land. 
And now we have great trouble right here!” 

I sympathized with his problem, and 
sought to show him the explanation. Briefly 
I told him how long ago the sin of idol- 
atry had been punished by exile and cap- 
tivity in Babylon. Then the still greater 
sin that was committed when the nation 
rejected the Lord. Jesus Christ — who had 
been foretold by all the Old Testament 
prophets —had been followed by a still 
longer exile that had already lasted nearly 
two thousand years. Today, God in his 
great mercy is causing the Jews to return 
to their own land of Palestine, but their 
troubles will not be over until they acknowl- 
edge Jesus as their Messiah. 

The young man seemed to assent in a 
measure to the statement that this sin was 


perhaps the cause of their troubles, but he. 


would not fully admit that Jesus was indeed 
the Messiah. At length I offered copies of 
the New Testament to the young man and 
his friend standing near, cn condition that 
they would read them. Both assented, and 
willingly received the Life-giving Word. 
God grant that through reading his Word 
they may find forgiveness and peace and 
eternal life! 

Two passengers, who had flown from 
Finland, told us the airport at Lydda was 
the best they had seen during their trip. It 
is a stopping place for the airlines of four 
nations. One is British—the Imperial 
Royal Airways, whose planes ply between 
different parts of the British Empire. Gaza 
had been their landing place, but they ex- 
pected to join the other lines at Lydda very 
shortly. Another airline is Dutch — the 
K. L. M., or Royal Dutch Mail line, whose 
planes go from Amsterdam to Batavia. A 
third airline is Polish—the planes flying 
from Warsaw to Lydda and return, Lydda 
being the terminus of the route. The fourth 
air highway is Egyptian — the planes ply- 
ing between Cairo and Bagdad. 

The air service between Egypt and Iraq, 
or ancient Assyria, with a landing field at 
- Lydda, is just another link in the chain 
that is binding together more closely day 
by day three lands of the Near East: Pal- 
estine, Egypt, and Iraq. <A railway runs 
from Cairo to Haifa in Palestine, and large 
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buses quickly cover the distance from Da- 
mascus to Bagdad. 

These developments are all leading up to 
the complete fulfillment in the days to come 
of a very remarkable prediction made by 
the prophet Isaiah, 19: 23-25: “In that day 
shall there be a highway out of Egypt to 
Assyria, and the Assyrian shall come into 
Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria, and 
the Egyptians shall serve with the As- 
syrians. In that day shall Israel be the 
third with Egypt and with Assyria, even a 
blessing in the midst of the land: whom the 
Lord of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed 
be Egypt my people, and Assyria the 
work of my hands, and Israel mine inher- 
itance.” 

The air and rail and road highways that 
are linking up Egypt and Assyria are daily 
fulfilling the first part of the prophecy. But 
what of the second part? It is still future. 
It forecasts what will take place after the 
return of the Lord Jesus Christ to rule and 
reign over all the earth. “In that day” 
(v. 24) the Jews of Palestine will with one 
accord acknowledge that the Lord Jesus is 
indeed the long-promised Messiah; and the 
Mohammedans of Egypt and Iraq will know 
that Christ is not only “a prophet,” but “the 
prophet” promised by Moses in Deuter- 
onomy 18: 18, and is the very Son of God! 
Then—and not till then—will the feud 
between the Jews and Mohammedans be 
healed. Then will they dwell together in 
peace and harmony and brotherly love, 
trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
Messiah, and Prophet, and Saviour, and 
King. And then will the prophecy of Isa- 
iah be fulfilled in all its fullness: “Blessed 
be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work 
of my hands, and Israel mine inheritance.” 


(To be continued) 
4 
Universal Bible Sunday 


UNDAY, December 12, is the date that 

has been set by the American Bible So- 
ciety for the observance of Universal Bible 
Sunday throughout the country. The value 
of such an observance lies in a concerted 
emphasis upon the world’s need of the Bible 
and the Christian’s responsibility to cir- 
culate it. 

A brochure has been prepared by the 
Society, containing a message on the Bible 
as “The Fountain of Life”* and many sug- 
gestions for sermons, hymns. Scripture 
readings, and other special features for use 
in church services on December 12; and 
practical plans for Sunday school classes, 
young people’s leagues, men’s and women’s 
classes, and the entire Sunday school. 
There are three classes of supplies avail- 
able from the Society: (1) furnished free 
in reasonable quantities; (2) loaned with- 
out rental charge; (3) supplied at cost. 
These include covers for local church cal- 
endars, responsive readings, coin envelopes, 
John 3:16 in twenty-three languages, a 
map of the world showing the centers of 
distribution of the Society, a leaflet entitled 
“We Need the Bible,” by Charles G. Trum- 
bull, Litt.D., Editor of THe Sunpay 
ScHooL. TIMEs; stereopticon lectures, and 
a number of pamphlets. 

The brochure may be obtained free of 
chargé from the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Park Avenue and Fifty-sev- 
enth Street, New York City. 
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Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 




















“© Thou Who Changest Not!” 


How our admirations change as the 
years change us. When I was in col- 
lege I kept a notebook into which I copied 
—in pencil, unfortunately —choice bits I 
came upon. The script has grown dim 
new and the paper so frail and brittle that 
I turn the pages only with the greatest 
care. For I treasure the collection. It 
seems almost as if I could hear my girlhood 
mind thinking as I read those gleanings. 
There are paragraphs from F. B. Meyer 
which I well remember were copied in the 
gloomy fall of my sophomore year when 
hard times compelled me to stay out of 
college and teach for a few months. Dear 
saint of God! How he helped me over a 
rough bit of road. 

But there are some fragments the beauty 
of which has faded for me while the note- 
book leaves have been turning brown. There 
is that very euphonious sentence of Chan- 
ning’s beginning, “To live content with 
small means,” and ending, “this is my sym- 
phony.” Everybody knows it. Once I 
thought it the last word in a philosophy of 
life. I still find it a fine standard of taste; 
but I confess that life has taught me not 
to count upon finding the “spiritual unseen 
and unbidden grow up through the com- 
mon.” The esthetic may do so, but in my 
private cosmos the spiritual just didn’t 
evolve out of any philosophy of life. It 
had to be definitely implanted, “after its 
kind.” 

Again there is the comparison of the two 
statements attributed, how accurately I 
know not, to Cardinal Manning and Henry 
George. Said Manning, “I love rough men 
because Jesus Christ. loved them.” Henry 
George countered, “I love Jesus Christ be- 
cause he loved rough men.” For a long 
time I thought that very fine; but I have 
come to believe that neither position is 


quite all that it should be. I rejoice greatly 


that our Lord loved rough men and weak 

men and stupid men and ultra-cultured men. 

But my love for him is based on something y 
other than his generosity to any class <f 

men. It owes its birth to the simple fact 

that he loved me, all unclassified, save as 

a hopeless sinner. 

But as for my love for what I call rough 
men, or men whose tastes and instincts and 
allegiances are greatly at variance with my 
own, I wonder if my regard for them, coin- 
pared with his, can be called love at all. 
I doubt whether ever in this country since 
the early 60’s was there partisanship, so 
bitter on a multitude of issues. I am dis- 
mayed at the possibilities of personal rancor 
and resentment I find in my own breast 
when some one or some group absolutely 
refuses to see issues as I see them. I am 
morally certain that many people who could 
never perform a deed of violence would 
readily proclaim it an act of God if certain 
men were violently removed. 

Coventry Patmore said of the saint that 
he does what any other decent person docs, 
only better, and with a different motive. 
God keep, not only our acts, but our 
motives saintly in these difficult times! 


s 
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LESSON 9. NOVEMBER 28. CHRISTIAN FRUITFULNESS 


International Uniform Lesson.— John 15 :1-16 
Golden Text.—Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit ; and so shall ye be my disciples.— John 15:8 














Kinc JAMES VERSION 


John 15:1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 

2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and 
every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring 
forth more fruit. 

3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye 
abide in me. 

5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and 
I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye 
can de nothing. 

6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is 
withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and 
they are burned. 

7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 

8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall 
ye be my disciples. 

o As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye 
in my love. 

10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even 
as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love. 

11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might re- 
main in you, and that your joy might be full. 

12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have 
loved you. - 

13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends. 

14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 

15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth 
not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things 
that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. 

16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained 
you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my 
name, he may give it you. 


& % 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 


President Columbia Bible College Verse by Verse 


John 15:1.—I am the true vine. The 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


John 15:1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 
2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit, he taketh it away: and 
every branch that beareth fruit, he cleanseth it, that it may bear 
more fruit. 3 Already ye are clean because of the word which I 
have spoken unto you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; so neither 
can ye, except ye abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: 
He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same beareth much fruit: 
for apart from me ye can do nothing. 6 If a man abide not in me, 
he is cast forth as a branch, and-is withered; and they gather them, 
and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If ye abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall 
be done unto you. 8 Herein ‘is my Father glorified, *that ye bear 
much fruit; and so shall ye be my disciples. 9 Even as the Father 
hath loved be, I also have loved you: abide ye in my love. 10 If ye 
keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love. 11 These 
things have I spoken unto you, that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be made full. 12 This is my commandment, that ye 
love one another, even as I have loved you. 13 Greater love hath 
no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
14 Ye are my friends, if ye do the things which I command you. 
15 No longer do I call you *servants; for the * servant knoweth not 
not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things 
that I heard from my Father I have made known unto you. 16 Ye 
did not choose me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that ye 
should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should abide: that 
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it 
you. 

1Or, was. * Many ancient authorities read, that ye bear much 

fruit, and be my disciples. *Gr., bondservants. *Gr., bond- 

servant. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


day evening, probably April 6, A. D. 30, the cast-off branches; the spiritual reality is 
night before his crucifixion, 


not less, but greater than the physical fig- 
ure (cf. Ezek. 15: 1-5; Mark 9: 43-48). 


Verse 7.—My words abide in you. A 


Approach to the Lesson 


669 AM going away from you in order 
| that I may get closer to you than I 
have ever been, and in order that Fou 
may be closer to me than you have ever 
thought possible.” This was the message 
the Lord Jesus was giving to his inner circle 
of disciples in the farewell message re- 
corded in John 14, 15, and 16. 

Now mark two amazing facts as this 
lesson is studied. Perhaps no truth has 
been more often before the Sunday, schools 
than this truth of fruitfulness. Yet it is a 
comparatively fruitless church that is study- 
ing the lesson. 

The second fact partly explains the first. 
We think of the fifteenth of John as a 
beautifui figure. But the Lord is speaking 
of a stupendous miracle by which the fruit 
bearing is to be made a reality. He is 
going to send God the Holy Spirit to make 
actual this very thing of which he speaks. 
If this lesson is studied and a miracle does 
not happen, it is like handling dead pieces 
of wood, to be cast into the fire, instead 
of handling a living vine, which brings 
forth luscious fruit. 


The Historical Setting 


The Lord’s farewell message to his dis- 
ciples recorded in John 13 to 16 was, ac- 
cording to the usual view, given on Thurs- 


real vine. Probably a vine was before them. 
See Special Topics. My Father is the hus- 
bandman, The sovereign God controls the 
church and each Christian’s life (cf. 1 Cor. 
3:9). 

Verse 2.—Every branch in me that bear- 
eth not fruit he taketh away. Probably 
referring primarily to professing, but not 
real Christians, like Judas (John 13: 10, 18; 
15:3). See Special Topics. He purgeth 
it, that it may bring forth more fruit. The 
husbandman cuts off the dead or fruitless 
branches, and prunes the fruit bearing 
branches. 


Verse 3.—Now ye are clean through the 
word. Not that they are sinless; but they 
are true believers (Psa. 51:10). They are 
born of the Spirit, through the Word, and 
they are cleansed by the washing of the 
Word: (43°10, 113-4. Bet...1223-—-Eph, 5: 
26). 

Verse 4.—Abide in me, and I in you. 
See Personal Applications. 

Verse 5.—The same bringeth forth much 
fruit. This is God’s will— “much fruit.” 
The normal Christian, abiding in Christ, 
living victoriously, bears much fruit. 

Verse 6.—If a man abide not in me, he 
is cast forth. See on verse 2. Gather 
them, and cast them into the fire. This 
is the earthly figure — what men do with 


test of the reality of Christ abiding in us 
is that we hear his word, honor it, re- 
member it, obey it. 


Verse 8.—Herein ts my Father glorified, 
that ye bear much fruit. The whole pur- 
pose of Christ is to glorify the Father. 
Our whole purpose is to glorify Christ, by 
manifesting Christ, revealing his glory. So 
shall ye be my disciples. The more Christ 
is seen in us, the more truly, and increas- 
ingly, are we his disciples (cf. Col. 3: 10). 


Verse 9.—As the Father hath loved me, 
so have I loved you. One of the most tre- 
mendous “as” and “so” expressions in all 
language (cf. the “so” in John 2: 16). 


Verse 10.—If ye keep my commandments. 
The test or proof of our love. Ye shall 
abide in my love. We shall enjoy Christ’s 
love for us, even as the Father’s love was 
showered upon the Son, who kept the 
Father’s commandments as an expression 
of his love for the Father. 


Verse 14.—Ye are my friends, if ye do 
whatsoever I command you. Not that we 
make ourselves his friends by keeping the 
law, but that we give evidence that we are 
his intimate, loving friends by obeying him. 

Verse 15.—Henceforth I call you not 
servants. That is, in this sense, we are not 
bondslaves, but friends. But in another 
sense we. are servants, and this is a pre- 
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cious name also (v. 21; Rom. 1:1). All 
things that I have heard of my Father I 
have made known, All that is good for us 
to know (Gen. 18:17; Isa. 41:8; Jas. 2: 
23). 

Verse 16—Ye have not chosen me, but 
I have chosen you. This applies to them not 
as apostles, but as his friends and his saved 
ones, and therefore to us as well. What 
assurance to know that salvation is all of 
grace; he began the work, he will complete 
it! (Phil: 1:6; 1 John 4:10, 19.) Or- 
dained you, that ye should go and bring 
forth fruit. This fruit includes likeness to 
Christ, being conformed to the image of 
God’s Son, and it also includes good works 
(Rom. 8:28, 29). Whatsoever ye shall 
ask. See Special Topics. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Victorious Christian living is God’s will 
for every Christian. What does this life 
of fruitfulness mean, here and now? Is 
every Christian living it? As Christ glori- 
fied the Father by what he was and by what 
he did, so we bear fruit in Christlikeness 
and in Spirit-empowered service. 

This message of the Vine and the 
Branches makes clear two things about 
Christian living. One is that not all Chris- 
tians are bearing much fruit. Victorious 
Christian living is not sinless perfection. 
Every fruit bearing branch needs pruning. 
But there is a standard of abiding in Christ. 
The second fact is that Christ’s method of 
victory is by grace through faith, not by 
self-effort. “Christ liveth in me” is the glo- 
rious truth that has set many a defeated 
Christian free, when he has believed it and 
thus drawn on the living Vine for his 
strength and fruit. . 

Lesson Outlines 

Gon’s DEALING WITH THE BRANCHES 

1. Bearing no fruit: warning to false pro- 
fessors, and to fruitless Christians (John 
15:2, 6). 

2. Bearing fruit: evidence of new birth; 
chosen in Christ to bear fruit (15: 2-5, 16). 

3. Bearing more fruit: cleansing through 
the Word, growing in grace (15:2). 

4. Bearing much fruit: abiding in Christ, 
glorifying the Father (15:5, 8). 

SECRETS .OF FRUITFULNESS 

1. Source of Fruitfulness 

(1) Union with Christ: by the miracle 
of the Holy Spirit. 

(2) Abiding in Christ: keeping his 
commandments, loving one another, hav- 
ing Christ’s love and Christ’s word abid- 
ing in us. 

2. Expression of Fruitfulness 

(1) Bearing fruit in answered prayer. 

(2) Bearing fruit in Christlikeness 
(the fruit of the Spirit). 

(3) Bearing fruit in soul-winning. 

Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Natural and the Spiritual. When 
Christ came into the world he came “to 
his own things” (John 1: 11, R. V., mar.), 
to a world that he had created. The natu- 
ral world was created to reveal the Lord 
Jesus Christ. All natural things are 
shadows of the unseen spiritual realities 
(2 Cor. 4:18). Seed time and harvest are 
a shadow of spiritual sowing and reaping. 
Christ is the true bread in the sense of 
being the real bread, the true light of which 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
9. November 28.—Christian Fruitfulness. 
John 15 : 1-16 
10. December 5.—Christian Rest. 
Matthew 11 : 28-30; Hebrews, Chapter 4 
11. December 12.—Christian Fellowship. 
1 John 1: 1-7; Revelation 21 : 1-7 
12. December 19.—The Birth of Jesus. 
Luke 2 : 1-20 
13, December 26.—Christian Consecration. 
Mark 1 : 16-20; Philippians, Chapter 1 
First Quarter, 1938 
1. Janwary 2.—The Gospel of Mark: A 


PROCIOW, 60.0 6456 vessvecovesceee Mark 10 : 35-45 
2. January 9.—Preparing for a Life of 

DECVUE: 6 bi diag 009 6steoresen vs Mark 1: 1-13 
3. January 16.—Beginning a Life of Serv- 

BOG 000005. 0c csnswiede vgs sesss Mark 1 : 14-28 
4. January 23.—Ministering to Physical 

i eee ae Perey er Te eee ee a Mark 1 : 29-45 








the sun and all natural light is a shadow. 
Thus also he is the true vine. 


Fruit Bearing and Prayer. Note how fruit 
bearing is linked with prayer and with love 
and obedience and abiding in two passages 
in John 15 and in John 14 (14: 14-21; 15: 
7-10; 15: 12-17). 

Eternal Security. In the warning about 
fruitless branches, it seems clear that we 
have the same truth as in last week’s les- 
son (1 Cor. 3). All real Christians have 
a vital union with Christ, hence eternal 
security. They are exhorted to abide in 
Christ, and this warning is one of the 
things that keeps them faithful. Then there 
is danger of suffering loss, — of not bearing 
“much fruit,” or of being fruitless Chris- 
tians. Also there is a fearful danger of 
being a professing Christian, yet lost, — not 
having vital union with the Vine. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Are we now clean through Christ’s 
word? The Sunday school teacher’s duty is 
to see that none of his pupils is deceived as 
to whether he is a vital part of the Vine. 
It takes more than profession. 


Are we fully surrendered to Christ? If 
we are not sure, how can we say that we 
are abiding in Christ? Abiding implies that 
we are fully yielded to the will of Christ. 


Do we really love Christ? This is a 
practical question. How much time do we 
spend thinking about Christ? How much 
time do we spend studying the Bible? How 
much time and attention do we give to other 
things? Are we interested in things that 
would dishonor the Lord? 


Are we keeping Christ’s commandments? 
His commandment is to love one another. 
How much are. we loving others? The 
test of love is that we are willing to lay 
down our lives for others. What are we 
doing for the poor? and for the millions 
that have never heard of Christ? 


Are we satisfied with litile fruit? 

Are we trusting Christ for victory? See 
Heart of Lesson. 

Are we expecting miracles in answered 
prayer? Let us put away the hindrances 
to answered prayer: known sin, prayer- 
lessness, worldliness, lack of surrender, un- 
forgiveness, unbelief. 

Are we winning souls? Are we expect- 
ing to? 
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Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Salvation is summed. up in three words: 
Union with Christ; our responsibility as 
Christians is summed up in three words: 
Abide in Christ. 


A Japanese Christian girl who came to 
a Christian college in America when asked 
what impressed her most in this country 
answered that she seldom heard any Chris- 
tian talk about the Lord Jesus. 


The branch does not boast of the fruit; 
the glory is the Husbandman’s. 


How much are we interested in the things 
that interest the Lord? 


When the branch attempts to do the work 
that the husbandman and the vine are to 
do, confusion naturally results. 


Bearing fruit is costly; it takes pruning, 
and it takes death (John 12:24). 


“Man’s chief end is to glorify God and 
to enjoy him forever”; John 15 tells how 
to do it. 


The Lord did not speak of pruning in 
order that his disciples might be made mis- 
erable, but in order that their joy might 
be made full. 


Abiding means obeying, obeying means 
loving, loving means praying, praying means 
fruit bearing. 


We cannot let Christ’s words abide in us 
if we are filling our minds with the filth 
of many of the modern novels and maga- 
zines. 


“Christ liveth in me” is, for Christians, 
a fact, not a promise. 


Many Christians need not more of what 
they have, but they need an utterly new 
thing in enjoying the abiding life. 

Cotumsra, S. C. 

we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT connection do you think this les- 

son on Christian fruitfulness has with 

the lesson on Christian workers? Is 
the message about bearing fruit the same as 
the message about serving the Lord? 


2, Can.you mention six other passages in 
John in which Jesus uses an expression sim- 
ilar to, “I am the true vine,” describing him- 
self by saying, “I am .. .”? 


3- Does the Lord teach that every Chris- 
tian bears some fruit? If so, does that mean 
that a. fruitless life proves a person never 
was saved? 


Can you mention five or six things with 
which the Lord very closely connects fruit 
bearing in his message in the fifteenth of 


John? 


5. What is the absolute guarantee that 
Christians will bear fruit? 


6. Do you think that the branches that were 
cut away represent professing Christians who 
were not saved, or Christians that were once 
saved and then were lost? Or, is there some 
other explanation? 


Should we call ourselves servants if 
Crist said, “No longer do I call you serv- 
ants’ 


8. What did Christ give as the proof of 
yor love? 


What is the twofold expression of fruit- 
Pm bi How is this related to Christ? 


10. What miracle was necessary in order 
to make actual in life the truth of Christ and 
his disciples abiding in one another as the 
branches abide in the vine? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 812 of this issue. 
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Lesson: for November 28 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to. illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


Why Not a Guest ?— Abide in me, and I 
in you (John 15:4). A little girl of five 
had just asked grace at table. “Come, Lord 
Jesus, be our guest,” when suddenly turn- 
ing to her mother, she said, “But, Mother, 
I don’t want Jesus to be our guest.” “Why, 
dear?’ demanded her horrified parent. 
“Well, a guest is one who comes only 
sometimes and I want the Lord Jesus to 
be here all the time.”"—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by E. M. James, To- 
ronto, Ont., Can. 


What Salvation Feels Like.—He that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit (v. 5). A poor, 
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unlettered old woman was once accosted by 


a skeptic in the following Wee Gwen, ‘ 


Betty, so you are one of the sain e.you 2. 
Pray, what sort of folks are BOP ae 
what do you know about religion, eh?” 
“Well, well,’ replied the woman, “you 
know, sir, I’m no scholar, so can’t say much 
for the meaning of it; I only know I’m 
‘saved by grace,’ and that’s enough to make 
me happy here, and I expect to go to 
Heaven by and by.” “Oh! that’s all, is it? 
But surely you can tell us something nearer 
than that. What does being saved feel 
like?” “Why, it feels to me,’ said the 
Spirit-taught one, “just as if the Lord stood 
in my shoes, and I stood in his.” Happy 
old woman! Her witness was true.—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by How- 
ard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


The Star in Her Crown.—The same 
bringeth forth much fruit (v. 5). A young 
woman was standing in front of a mirror, 
adjusting a diamond ornament in her hair 
that it might sparkle with great brilliancy. 
She was getting ready to attend a ball. She 
noticed in the mirror the reflection of the 
face of her little sister Anna. She turned 
and said: “Anna, what are you thinking 
about?” “I’m just thinking,” replied the 
child. “Thinking about what?” “Think- 
ing about what my Sunday school teacher 
told me Sunday. She said if I could win 
a soul for Jesus, I could have a star in my 
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crown, and I’m just thinking if my star 
2 not {gfihe ‘brighter than your diamond.” 

he AYeowes woman went to the ball and 
came back tired, worn-out, and dissatisfied. 
This old world never satisfies. She went to 
her bedroom and found her sister sleeping. 
The curls were about her face. She knelt 
by the bedside, put her arms about the child, 
and said: “O God, I am so tired of this 
world; there is no pleasure in it; let me be 
the star in sister’s crown!” And then she 
awoke her and said: “Wake up, darling! 
Wake up! I am to be the star in your 
crown. What you said has won me.” The 
teacher had won the child, and the child 
won her sister, and the sister went out to 
win others.—From the Lookout. Sent by 
E. Margaret Wells, Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


Without Christ, What ?—Without me ye 
can do nothing (v. 5). “If the word ‘Christ’ 
is removed from the word ‘Christian,’ noth- 
ing is left that makes any sense,” were 
the words that suddenly arrested the atten- 
tion of a missionary, and he began to think 
of those remaining letters, I-A-N. What 
did they mean? “This is what I found,” 
he said,—“I am nothing.” Jesus Christ 
himself said, “Without me [Christ] ye can 
do nothing.” And Paul testified, “I can 
do all things through Christ.”"—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by M. H. 
James, Toronto, Ont., Can, 


Knowing Without Doing.—Ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command 
you (v. 14). I read the other day in a paper 
that a Hindoo will pass an examination in 
science; he understands sanitary laws per- 
fectly, but some way or other he never 
seems to understand how to apply them. 
He will go complacently into his own dirty 
compound and break every sanitary law of 
which he is theoretically master. But you 
need not go to India to find a thing of that 
kind. You will find many men in this 
country who know the Lord’s will but who 
never dream of doing it—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio. Prize illustration. 


A Modern Daniel’s Soul Winning.— 
Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear 
much fruit (Golden’Text). Mr. Morrison 
of the American Presbyterian Mission on 
the Congo has an article in The Congo 
Mission News on one of his workers, a~ 
black named Tshisunga Daniel. “He car- 
ries a little notebook with him and jots 
down the name and village of his converts 
so that he can remember them in prayer. 
I asked him the other day if he had any 
record of the number who had accepted 
Jesus through his ministrations. ‘Well,’ 
he said, ‘I can count only this year.” That 
number was 2,145, and he said others had 
promised to learn. In our native service 
here we were surprised to see two Portu- 
guese traders attend one Sunday morning. 
They have since become fairly regular at- 
tendants. I learned that Tshisunga had 
spoken to them of Christ. Tshisunga con- 
ducts women’s meetings at which he teaches 
the Christian women how to do personal 
work among other women.”—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. 
Otis Roe, Lynn, Mass. 


Curist1an Youtn is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
come to thee today, not as children who are 
away from home, but as those who may turn 
at any moment to a loving Father for help. 
We know that we who have accepted the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Saviour need to keep very 
close to him, in order that the life that he 
offers may be fulfilled in us. Help us to real- 
ize the relationship of a branch to the vine. 
May nothing be allowed to sever us from that 
connection, as related to our Lord Jesus Christ. 
May we not feel independent, since we are by 
no means that, but rather may we be reminded 
that our life is drawn from thee, and that with- 
out thee we do not have life. If our lives are 
barren and devoid of fruit, may we not blame 
circumstances, but rather look to the heart of 
our relationship with thee. Lord, wilt thou, in 
thine own way, lead us into fruitfulness, not 
merely in achievement in thy name, but in the 
qualities that mark the fruit of the Spirit, 
working out in our lives to the end that we 
may glorify thee. We ask this in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—There is a word that 
occurs several times in this lesson — the 
word “abide.” What does it mean? Yes, 
it means to stand where we belong. It 
means to refuse to be moved away from 
the place where God wants us to be in our 
fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
branch of a grapevine is not a separated 
thing from the vine. As soon as it is 
separated, and is not a part of the vine, then 
it will wither. The life that. the vine gave 
cannot appear in it. Do you want to live 
in accordance with the will of God? Then 
you must abide in the life-giving Saviour, 
without allowing anything to break you 
away from that life-giving relationship. 
The branch cannot bear fruit of itself. But 
you do want to bear fruit. Just take your 
Bible when you go home, and draw a light 
line under the word “abide” in this lesson, 
in each place where it occurs. Then ask 
God to enable you to live by means of the 
life that is given to you through the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Let us pray. 





ABIDE 
IN 


HIM 
WILL YOU? 














The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Fig Trees.”’—He that abideth in me, and 
I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit (John 15:5). Before we have fruit 
we usually have blossoms. It was not until 
the potato came into blossom that I began 
to dig out the baby potatoes, so little and 
so good. 

But frequently a great abundance of 
blossoms, which makes a glorious show, is 
not followed by a glorious abundance of 
fruit to match the floral display (Luke 13: 
6-8). 

There are two big cherry trees in the 
yard in the back of El Nidito. They make 
a wonderful show when they burst into 
‘bloom in the spring. Folks cry, “What 
loveliness you have in your yard!” 

But alas, the fruit that follows is very 
disappointing to all save our old. friends, 
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the robins, who seem to think the trees 
belong to them and their families, even 
though there is small measure of meat in 
each cherry. 

We all know some fellow citizens of both 
sexes who are much like our cherry trees. 
They are gorgeous on dress parade and add 
glory to the social landscape, but when it 
comes to the humdrum everyday life, rub- 
bing against friends and neighbors, they are 
in the same class as the fig tree spoken 
of in Luke. They pass, and the world 
does not’ miss them, Their names are at 
the front on social: functions, but their 
names are absent on philanthropic and altru- 
istic events. We read what She wore at 
the Charity Ball, but Her name is not 
printed in the Salvation Army “drive” — 
if you get what I mean. 

It is the “abideth in me” ones who are 
the fruit bearing “fig trees” that bless the 
world while they are permitted to tarry 
in it on their way Heavenward. In most 
communities, the “fig trees,” like the one 
above, are never the ones active in church 
and Sunday school. Just take a pencil and 
check up on those where you live; then with 
list in hand start out and do some mission- 
ary work a la “dresser of the vineyard.” 


The Perfect Friend.—Ye are my friends, 
if ye do whatsoever I command you (v. 
14). If it were asked me, “What is the 
scarcest thing in the world?” I would not 
give the usual answer of, “Hen’s teeth,” 
but would say seriously and with deep feel- 
ing, “A genuine, true blue, all-wool-and-a- 
yard-wide real friend.” Is that a loud 
“Amen” chorus I hear! 

Of course I know the old song, “A boy’s 
best friend is his mother”; that, like the 
saying, “A man’s best friend is his good 
strong arm,” goes without saying. We are 
not considering the bathing beach and hug- 
ging the shore situation, but we are out 
on the ocean of life with its icebergs to 
look out for, storms to battle through, and 
safe ports to make. 

We are thinking of the David and Jona- 
than Bible friendships, of the Damon and 
Pythias Syracuse friendship, the English 
literature Tennyson and Hallam friendship. 
It is the rarity of the gem that gives it a 
place in the jeweler’s collection and puts it 
in the crown of the King. A synthetic jewel 
skillfully lighted looks genuine to all but 
the expert. 

It is the rarity of real friendship that 
makes it such a precious discovery in sacred 
and secular history. Here is a test. How 
many real friends have you, on whom you 
can certainly depend, who like Jonathan 
would love you*if you displanted them; 
like Damon who would pledge their lives 
for you; who like Tennyson would pour out 
his very soul,in a memoriam for you, should 
you die? Yes, how many such friends have 
you — “Thy friend, which is as thine own 
soul,” as the Scripture has it (Deut. 13: 
6; Prov. 18:24). 

I have a little picture hung in our home, 
sent me years ago by a famous writer who 
went to his death on the Lusitania, It 
shows a laurel crowned skull resting upon 
a large book, with this legend under it, 
“Wuat’s THE USE?” 

There may be a scarcity of human friends 
upon whom we can surely rely and whom 
we can love. So the Lord Jesus comes 
into our life, and we have a Friend who 
combines the good qualities of these other 
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friendships, all in one, the absolutely Per- 
fect Friend. 

Listen to this: “Neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand” (John to: 
28-30). 


The Plum Tree.—I have chosen you 
. . . that ye should go and bring forth fruit 
(v. 16). The old Gideon-and-his-band 
story (like all the Bible stories) is true 
to the daily life of the race, and it steps 
right into this lesson nicely. 

You may remember Gideon was directed 
by the Angel of the Lord to do a certain 
job. He started on.the enterprise with 
akout 30,000 men; but did the job perfectly, 
with divine help, and 300. The “selects” 
from that day to this have run along in 
about the same proportion, one to the hun- 
dred (Judges 7:3, 7). 

When we were in Los Angeles, the hotel 
manager would come at times and sit at 
our table. Did we get attention from the 
waiters! We had the most wonderful 
prunes ever seen— great big meaty, deli- 
cious things I have never been able to find 
here in the East. 

“How do you get fruit like this, here in 
California?” I asked the waiter. He didn’t 
know. There are some waiters who never 
know much—that’s why they remain 
waiters, 

Then one day I read in Luther Burbank’s 
“The Harvest of the Years,” how he had 
produced the commercial plum that made 
the prune business a great success. “A plum 
that would be beautiful and delicious, a 
plum that would be large, a plum for can- 
ning, a plum with a small pit, or none 
at all.’— “Trees that bring their fruit to 
the proper stage of ripeness all at once.” 
Burbank tells that the secret of his suc- 
cess was his “Gift for selection” — “Choos- 
ing,” as it were. Now here is the point of 
this note. The little old French plum 
(prune) could never have improved itself, 
and it never had. It took a power outside 
of itself to take it in hand and make it 
the great fruit it became. Burbank was 
that power who changed the plum tree. 

The Lord Jesus is the Celestial Botanist 
who has produced from our old common 
humanity the great “fruit” that has blessed 
the world. Here are a few of his selec- 
tions, his “choosings.” ‘You can fill in the 
details. The Careys, the Livingstones, the 
Mackeys, the Crawfords, the Hurlburts, 
the Taylors, the Patons, and the grert 
crop of rich “plums” that have blessed, 
and are blessing, the world. 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Material: You will need a branch of a 
vine or tree, with some small colored 
fruits to be tied on as they are mentioned. 
For hand work you might have some of 
these same little apples or pears upon which 
the children can print part of the Golden 
Text (John 15 : 8). 











HIS is a fine lesson for this time of 
4 year. Our fruit and grain has been 
harvested for the year, and one and another 
has been thankful for such crops as they 
have. Perhaps some have had no harvest, 
and the ones who had much are sharing with 
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them. Even this week, all over this coun- 
try, people are sharing with those less for- 
tunate. It is too bad that some. people had 
no crops. Very often it is not their fault, 
but is due to drought, flood, heat, or frost, 
and they could not help the loss. 

But I want to tell you about a crop that 
never fails, it is certain, and every one 
can have a good crop if they want it. In 
our lesson today, Christ says, “I am the 
vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit.” So the first thing we 
must do to have this harvest is to accept 
the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, and 
then yield our lives to him as our Lord. 

Paul tells us, in Galatians 5: 22, 23, what 
this fruit of the spirit is — love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meckness, and temperance. If we give our 


‘lives to the Lord, we will begin to show 


some of this fruit very soon. Even tiny 
children can grow this kind of crop. 

- The first fruit we are going to put on 
our tree is love. Over and over Christ 
commanded us to love one another, but 
we just can’t love all kinds of people un- 
less the Lord Jesus Christ lives in. our 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








CHRISTIAN FRUITFULNESS 
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hearts and changes them, so he can love 
people through us. 

Joy is something that the person who 
doesn’t love the Lord knows nothing about. 
Peace is not to be found in the world, ex- 
cept in the Christian hearts. What about 
the other things? Longsuffering? Do we 
lose our tempers quickly? Are we always 
gentle? Have we goodness and faith? Are 
we meek and temperate? I wonder just 
how our crop of Christian fruit is growing. 

Our Golden Text tells us that by bear- 
ing much fruit we are glorifying our Father 
in Heaven, and proving that we are Christ’s 
disciples. I am sure every one of us wants 
to do these two things, so let’s ask the 
Lord to keep us and guide us just in the 
way we should go, that our harvest may be 
a good one, of the fruit of the Spirit. 


Monesto, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: MUCH Fruit. 
Discussion: What is the difference be- 


tween merely “fruit” and “much fruit’ 
in the Christian life? 


Objective: Making sure to abide in the 

Vine. 

AY, fellows, the word “skimpy” has no 

honored place in the vocabulary of a 
real disciple of Jesus Christ. Skimpy fruit 
has no place on the branch where Jesus 
Christ is the Vine. Everything about the 
Lord Jesus is characterized by greatness 
and fullness. “I am come,” Jesus said, 
“that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly” (John 10: 
10). The Lord Jesus wants his servants 
to have the more abundant life, and he 
has made provision for it. “For it pleased 
the Father that in him should all fulness 
dwell” (Col. 1:19) —‘“the fulness of him 
that filleth all in all” (Eph. 1:23); “Till 
we all come . . . unto the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ” (Eph. 4: 
13). 

The Lord Jesus gives us a word picture 
of a grapevine to help us uriderstand our 
relationship to him. He uses commonplace 
figures to illustrate the spiritual truth he 
would teach; they are simple, but very full 
of meaning. They are so simple that we 
are apt to pass over them and fail to catch 
it all. 

One day I took a chair and sat down in the 
garden beside a vine that was heavily loaded 
with great clusters of grapes. I wondered 
if I had got all the meaning of that figure 
the Lord Jesus used, for surely when he 
selects an object or a figure or a common 
noun to illustrate a truth there must be 
much in it. I saw something immediately, 
as I looked at the vine, that I had never 
thought of before. How still was the 
branch! It did not move; it was simply 
abiding. You know, fellows, some folks 
seem to have an idea that to be a good 
Christian you must bustle about a good 
deal and make a lot of fuss. That is a 
mistake. The only condition of “much” 
fruitfulness the Lord Jesus laid down was: 
“He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit” (v. 5). 
The branch I saw was simply abiding, right 
there where it had been placed, and the sap 
of the vine came surging into it and it had 
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to bear fruit. And, oh, such fruit! Abun- 
dance of fruit, beautiful fruit, luscious fruit! 

One other thing I want you to get, in 
this connection, fellows. It is this: you 
have a deep mystery here and you will be 
confused if you insist on understanding it 
all. You do not have to understand it all 
to bear “much fruit.” Your simple task 
is to keep the connection clean and con- 
stant. Remember, the branch simply abides. 
And how to do that? Read your Bible 
regularly and be continually asking God 
to show you clearly the truth he wants 
you to know. Talk to him about it. The 
Holy Spirit will teach you. Get acquainted 
with the Holy Spirit; he is very wonder- 
ful and_yery powerful; he is right beside 
you to help you at all times, day or night. 


. And if you want to get an idea as to how 


much power, how much love, and how much 
wisdom he has available to use through you 
for fruitfulness, it is more than enough to 
“fill you with all fulness.” It is more abun- 
dant than the air you breathe. Go up on 
the hillside some fresh bright morning, throw 
your head back and your chest out, open 
your mouth wide, and see how much ozone 
you can take in; then try to imagine how 
much is left in reserve between the earth 
and the stratosphere. You will get a faint 
idea of how rich and full and abundant is 
the mighty power of God that may flow 
through you into “much fruit.” 

Who would want to live a skimpy life! 

CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 


a 
My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E, Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Goal.—To show the girls how their own 
lives may bear results for Christ. 
Activity.—On the blackboard draw a vine 
with numerous branches. To some branches 
add small twigs. An outline drawing would 
be sufficient. List, beside the vine, quali- 
fications of good fruit, with corresponding 
Bible references given below. The girls 
may copy the illustration into notebooks. 
Memory Verse.—“‘This is my command- 
ment, That ye love one another, as I have 
loved you. Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends” (John 15:12, 13). : 











IRLS, have you ever wondered what is 

the greatest love one person can show 
to another? In our Memory Verses we 
learn about that love. Let us repeat them. 
In order to have that love, we must first 
become children of God, as we learned some 
time ago; for God is not only the source 
of love, — God is love (1 John 4: 16). 

Turn to the lesson text. (The teacher 
may read it verse by verse, illustrating on 
the chart as the lesson proceeds.) 

Here the Lord Jesus compared the fam- 
ily. that God is preparing for himself to 
a vine. Christ is the life of that vine, we 
are the branches, and God, the Father, is 
the caretaker. How does the loving care- 
taker cultivate his plant? Every branch 
that is not productive is cut off, and every 
branch that remains is pruned carefully so 
the strength of the plant may be used to 
make the good branches more productive. 
Let us erase some of the extra branches on 


‘this vine and prune off some of the small 


twigs that would make the fruit poor. What 
are some of the things in our lives that God 
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would like to clean away? It may be a 
twig of stubborness. Let us take that off. 
(Erase a twig.) Or it may be impatience, 
discourtesy, laziness, restlessness. When 
Christ is our life, these things must be 
discarded, 

Why does the husbandman give such 
careful attention to his vine? He wants it 
to bear abundant fruit that will bring a 
top price when it is taken to market. When 
a buyer grades a shipment of grapes, he 
considers these points: 1. Appearance. The 
fruit must be clean, of good shape and color 
to attract the public. 2. Sugar content. 
He wants fruit to be pleasing to the taste. 
3. Size. He wants large, uniform berries. 
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4. Firmness. He wants firm, solid fruit 
that will not smash or get soft during han- 
dling. 5. Ripeness. Although he wants 
solid fruit, still he wants it to be fully 
developed and sun-ripened. 

Let us see how each of these points is 
true of the fruit God’s children should bear : 
1. God wants us to be as attractive as pos- 
sible by keeping clean and neat, and living 
healthy, wholesome lives that we may, 
through our appearance, magnify Christ 
to others (Phil. 1:20). 2. He wants our 
manner to be pleasing and in good taste. 
We find rules of conduct in Galatians 5: 
22, 23. 3. He wants us to be sure of our 
faith and to keep that faith, as Paul did, 
throughout our lives (2 Tim. 1:12b; 4: 
7). 4. He wants our service to be of good 
quality instead of great quantity. He does 
not want his children rushing about, under- 
taking what they cannot accomplish, and 
failing to bring results. Stephen, in the 
lesson of last week, was full of faith and 
the power of the Holy Spirit before he did 
great wonders and miracles among the peo- 
ple (Acts 6:8). 5. God does not want us 
to become impatient in our Christian serv- 
ice and begin to look for results too soon 
(Gal. 6:9, 10). Let us fix our eyes not 
upon the fruits of our lives, but upon Christ, 
the Source. 

The Lord Jesus told in this lesson how 
we might abide in him (John 15:10). We 
must keep his commandments. What does 
he command? (v. 12.) Love as he loved. 
How did he love? (v. 13.) He gave his 
life for all those who would become his 
friends. How may we love as he did? First, 
we must meet Christ at Calvary and ac- 
cept the sacrifice he made for us. Then, 
only, can we show the greatest love one 
person can show to another — the love that 
will tell of the Saviour who gave his life 
that he might become our Life. 

What are the results of abiding in Christ? 
Read verses 11 and 16. 1. We shall bear 
fruit of permanent value. 2. Our prayers 
will be answered. 3. His joy will come 
into our hearts to stay. 

Next week: We shall study God’s great 
invitation and what it includes. During 
this week you may each invite some one 
else to come to Sunday school to hear 
the story of God’s invitation. Learn Isaiah 
45: 22. 

AvpaucH, CALIF. 





At last! A small Bible with large type 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 808) 


1. Christian fruitfulness includes both 
the fruit of the Spirit, or Christlikeness, and 
Christian activities. But the lesson on Chris- 
tian fruitfulness in John 15’ also gives the 
secret of how the fruit is produced. 


“I am the bread of life” (6: 35), “the 
light of the world” (8:12), “the door” (10: 
7), “the good shepherd” de63 11), “the resur- 
rection, and the life” (11: 25), “the way, the 
truth, and the life” (14: 6). 


3. There are Christians who are saved as 
through fire, whose works are burned up (1 
Cor. 3:15). Professing Christians who are 
not saved bear no fruit. But there is danger 
also of a Christian’s failing to bear fruit as 
the Lord wants him to do. . Even in this case 
the true Christian has some fruit from Christ 
dwelling within. 


4. Abiding in Christ, keeping Christ’s com- 
mands, love, joy, prayer, glorifying 


5. Christ chose his disciples and appointed 
them that they should bear fruit and that their 
fruit should abide (John 15: 16). 


6. Parables and allegories do not cover 
every important doctrinal question. The 
branches that were cut away could represent 
professing Christians like “Judas, who. al- 
though never really joined to Christ in salva- 
tion yet had a relation to him. On the other 
hand, the branch cut away could give a mes- 
sage to warn Christians against having all 
their works burned up. 


7. Yes. We are bondservants of the Lord. 
Paul gloried in this title. The Lord meant 
that he was calling his disciples friends, not 
servants, in the sense that he would deal with 
them as a man deals with his friend, but does 
not deal with his servant. 


8. “That a man lay down his life for his 
friends.” 


9. Being like Christ. Doing the works of 
Christ. Both are by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

10. The believers were baptized by the Holy 
Spirit into the Body of Christ, united to 
Christ (Rom. 6: 3-6; 1 Cor. 12: 13). 





The Young People’s 
Prayer. Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











December 5. Unreached Millions in America. 
Luke 19:10; Matt. 14: 13-21. (Consecration 
meeting.) 


Sunday, November 28 
Suppose There Had Been No Mission- 
aries! (Matt. 28:19, 20; Luke 
24:47; Acts 2:39) 





Mon.—The change Christ makes (Eph. 2: 
I-10). 

Tues.—Man’s_ position without Christ 
(Eph. 2: 11-22). 

Wed.—A contrast — Gentile and Christian 
(Eph. 4 : 17-24). 

_Thurs.—When the Gospel comes (Titus 2: 
II-15). 

Fri—A missionary’s program (Luke 4: 
16-20). 

Sat.—A passion for souls (Rom. 9: 1-5). 











F THERE had! been no_ missionaries 

there would have been no Jewish race. 
God’s great purpose in- calling Abraham 
and in beginning and maintaining the Jews, 
first as a family and later as a nation, 
was that through them all the nations of 
the earth might be blessed (Gen. 12: 1-3). 
Over and over in the Psalms we find re- 
peated God’s world-wide concern for man. 
The story of Jonah is an illustration of 
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what God wanted to do among the heathen 
nations through his chosen people. 


If there had been no missionaries there 
would have been no Christ. This is true, 
not in the sense that missionaries were 
responsible for his coming, but because he 
himself was the great missionary. The 
word missionary comes from a Latin root, 
mitto, which means, “I send.” The Gos- 
pels are full of statements of the Lord 
Jesus to the effect that he was the “sent 
one.” He said, “I came down from heaven, 
not to do mine own will, but the will of 
him that sent me” (John 6:38); the 
“works that I do, bear witness of me, that 
the Father hath sent me” (John 5: 36); “he 
that sent me is true’ (John 6:26); “I go 
unto him that sent me” (John 7:33); 
“that the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me” (John 17:21). 


b 4 
If there had been no missionaries, there 
would have been no apostles. The word 
“apostle” comes from a Greek root which 
also means “I send,” and is a synonym 
for “missionary.” Instead of “The Acts 
of the Apostles,” we. might call the fifth 
book of the New Testament “The Acts of 
the Missionaries.” Take out of it the ac- 
counts of the missionary efforts of Philip, 
Peter, John, and Paul and Barnabas and 
Silas and there would be practically noth- 
ing left. 
se 


Had there been no missionaries, Cyprus, 
Ephesus, Philippi, and Berea would never 
have heard the Gospel. The Gospel would 
not have reached Rome, and from Rome 
could not have spread into Spain and Gaul. 
Our own land would not have heard the 
Gospel. 

Had there been no missionaries, there 
would be no Christian church today. Many 
of the humanitarian and philanthropic or- 
ganizations that we know would also be 
missing. Hospitals, homes for the aged, 
orphanages, colleges, and public ‘schools 
all have their inspiration in the Christian 
church. We do not have to read very far 
in history to find that these things did not 
exist. prior to the spread of Christianity. 


ve 
Wherever the missionary has gone, so- 
cial and moral conditions have improved. 
The change in human hearts brought about 
by the message of the Gospel has resulted 
in better living conditions and has de- 
manded that vice, sin, and wrong be curbed. 
Most of us would not care to live in this 
land of ours had not the missionary faith- 

fully done his work. 


bd 


But worst of all, had there been no mis- 
sionaries the majority of this old world 
would have been in the deepest spiritual 
darkness, and sin would have gone on un- 
checked. The majority of the inhabitants 
- of this earth would not have known of a 
loving Father, who was so concerned about 
them that he sent his own Son to die that 
they might live. 

ve 


However, the mere picturing of what 
this world would be like apart from the 
missionary is not enough. The very fact 
that the Good News has come to us and 
has brought us the challenging word of 
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the Lord Jesus, “As my Father hath sent 
me, even so send I you” (John 20: 21) 
makes it imperative that we should face 
our responsibility for carrying the Gospel 
message to others. A long line of faith- 
ful witnesses has passed on the Gospel to 
us. What are we going to do about pass- 
ing it on to others? Suppose we fail, 
what will the lack of our missionary 
obedience and zeal mean to some one 
else? 
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of the Bible. Part II The Testimony of 
History, Science, and Archaeology. 
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John's Lesson in Faith 


A true incident, 
based on John G. Paton's Autobiography 
By Clara B. Blair 


66 OTHER, what are we. going to eat 
till Father comes home?” twelve- 
year-old John Paton asked his mother one 
morning in the long ago. 
“Never fear, my son,” 
swered with a smile, 
thing to eat.” 

This had been a hard summer for the 
peasant farmers of Scotland. The potato 
crop had been a failure, other crops were 
poor, and food prices so high that but lit- 
tle could be bought. Only supreme trust 
in their heavenly Father and a close, daily 
walk with him kept the little family of 
James and Janet Paton from discourage- 
ment, perhaps even despair. 

James Paton was a stocking maker in a 
small way and sold his goods at Harwich 
and Dumfries. On the morning on which 
John asked his mother about the food Mr. 
Paton had taken the stockings he had on 
hand to Harwich, intending to buy food 
to bring back to his family. 

And now, as his children watched him 
go, they thought anxiously of the two days 
which must pass before he could return 
with food. The meal barrel was nearly 
empty, and there were a number of chil- 
dred to be fed. Two days seemed a long 
time to hungry children, but their mother 
would let no one but God know of their 
troubles. “Never mind, my dear children,” 
she said to them, “I have told God every- 
thing, and he will send us plenty in the 
morning.” 

John could hardly see how that could be 
possible when no earthly friend knew of 
their need, but he had to content himself 
as best he could with his mother’s faith. 
He was a Christian boy, but he had not yet 
learned the great lessons of faith and trust 
that his mother had learned. So, feeling 
as he did, it was no wonder that he was 
astonished when, the next morning, the 
carrier from Lockerbie came by and left 
a bag of potatoes, a sack of flour, and some 
cheese, plenty to supply all their wants. 
These had come from Mrs. Paton’s father, 
who knew nothing of their needs, but into 
whose heart God had put it to send his 
daughter a present at this time. 

When the mother say her children’s sur- 
prise at this answer to her prayers she 
gathered them around her and offered 
praise and thanksgiving to God for his 
goodness. And then she said, “Oh, my 
children, love your heavenly Father! Tell 
him, in faith and prayer, all your needs, 
and he will supply all your wants so far 
as it shall be for your good and his glory.” 

John G. Paton never forgot that lesson. 
It followed him through boyhood and youth, 
and had much to do with molding his re- 
ligious character. It went with him to the 
South Sea Islands, when he became a mis- 
sionary ; and when tempted to doubt, he re- 
membered that answer to his mother’s 
prayer and again took courage and praised 
God for victory through faith, and went on 
with his work. 
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Discouraged ? 


If some one were to ask you 
how you are getting along with 
your Sunday school class, would 
you have to acknowledge that 
you are a little discouraged? Per- 
‘haps discouragement has been 
the experience of many teachers, 
at some time or other. One 
Pennsylvania teacher writes : 


**Three months ago, I became 
so discouraged in teaching. The 
task loomed so great, and my 
spirit almost failed me. I felt as 
though I could not go on, teach- 
ing seemed so hard. 

** But I had a very dear friend, 
who is one of your Sunday 
School Times subscribers, and 
it was to her that I went in my 
hour of discouragement. After 
going all over the problem, she 
suggested that I had not been 
using enough good lesson helps. 
To this good friend I give credit 
for raising me out of my di- 
lemma, for she had you send me 
a three months trial subscription 
to CHRISTIAN YOUTH. 

** Now I know that CHRISTIAN 
Youtu is what I need, and so I 
am renewing my subscription for 
one year.”’ 


The proper lesson help may 
transform your teaching ministry. 
Will you not try CHRISTIAN 
YourTH, as this teacher did, and 
find out for yourself what this 
weekly paper, designed especi- 
ally for teen-age young people, 
can do for your class or school ? 


You may try it for ten weeks 
for only ten cents a subscription. 
Just use the coupon shown 
below. 


By the year, CHRISTIAN 
YouTH costs 52 cents a sub- 
scription, in packages of five or 
more to one address. Single 
subscriptions are 75 cents a 
_ year. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Please send me tes . copies 


of CHRISTIAN YOUTH for ten weeks for 
my class (or school), for which I enclose 


| rae gree 10 cents for each il 
for the ten week ea ans 
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Lesson for November 28 





For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


November 22 to 28 


Mon.—John 15: 1-16. Christian Fruit Bearing. 

Prayer Succestions: “Ordained ... . 
that ye should . . . bring forth fruit... 
that . . . should remain.” According to 
God’s plan the earth yieldeth her fruit. 
Many still observe “God’s first law’ — “Be 
fruitful, and multiply.” Spiritual fruitage 
fits in with the purpose of God. “The fruit 


_ of righteousness” of “lips” and “labor,” and 


“unto holiness” were in the mind of Christ 
when he spoke of fruit bearing. Are you 
bringing forth fruit unto God? Pray for 
the Christian Youth League, 4585 N. El- 
ston Avenue, Chicago. 


Tues.—Luke 8: 9-15. Fruit Bearing Christians. 

PRAYER Succestions: “Honest and 
good.” God’s Word is clearer than human 
interpretations. The qualifications for fruit 
bearing are set forth in the phrases: “hon- 
est and good heart”; “having heard the 
word, keep it”; “patience.” These qualities 
insure fruitfulness. Do you fit into Christ’s 
picture? Pray for the Great Commission 
Prayer League, 808 N. La Salle Street, 
Chicago. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscsibers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Strictly introductory, or Get-Acquainted 
subscriptions, 25 cents for one period of 
ten weeks, either singly or in clubs. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year, 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Wed.—Matthew 7 : 15-23. The Fruit God Expects. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “The tree is 
known by his fruit” (Matt. 12:33). High 
profession goes along with low practice. 
Many make up with vociferation what they 
lack in consecration. Not what we ap- 
prove but only what God commends counts. 
Many forms of religious service delude our 
carnal hearts. The fruit God expects is 
joyful obedience. Pray for the John Brown 
Schools, Siloam Springs, Ark. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 5: 1-7. A Disappointing Yield. 
Prayer Succestions: “He looked that 
it should bring forth grapes, and it brought 
forth wild grapes.” Christ was much 
grieved over the fruitage of Israel. Is he 
distressed over your Christian life? In- 
stead of bringing forth luscious fruit, are 
you a branch that bears sour grapes? Do 
you give pain or pleasure to the Great 
Husbandman? Pray for the Prairie Bible 
Institute, Three Hills, Alta., Canada. 
Fri.—James 3: 13-18. ‘ 
The Fruit of Righteousness. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “The fruit of 
righteousness.”. Practical Christian living 
has its blessings. The swift to hear and 
obey the Word of the Lord are blessed in 
their deeds. Bridling the tongue pays big 
dividends. Men who sow seeds of right- 
eous conduct will reap joyful harvests by 
and by. Those who ‘are full of “good 
works” are certain to be filled with “fruits 
of righteousness.” Pray for Multnomah 
School of the Bible, 703 N. E. Multnomah, 
Portland, Oreg. 
Sat.—John 12 : 20-26. 
The Secret of Fruit Bearing. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “If it die, it bring- 
eth forth much fruit.” The fruitage fol- 
lowing the atonement made by Christ on 
the cross is now and ever shall be incal- 
culable. The blood in his veins blessed 
many; but the blood shed on the cross 
many more. It is not our qualifications, 
but our surrender of them for Christ and 
his cause that blesses the world. Pray for 
sorely tried missionaries in China, 
Sun.—Galatians 5 : 15-25. 
The Fruit of the Spirit. 
Prayer Succestions: “The fruit of the 
Spirit.” Live and walkin the Spirit and you 
will “crucify the flesh with the affections 
and lusts.” The flesh and Spirit are con- 
trary, and are ceaselessly at war; by yield- 
ing to the Spirit in the conflict, we have 
victory instead of defeat. Note the nine 
graces attending the Spirit’s rule in the 
yielded life. Pray for poor China. 
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We kindly solicit your co-operation in evan- 


gelizing 80 000 JEW in Western 


Canada. our prayerful and financial help 
is urgently needed. (Est. 26 years). Please 
communicate with Rev. Hugo Spitzer, West- 
ern Canada Mission to the Jews, 158 Aikins 
St., Winnipeg, Canada. (Genesis 12:3) 
(Hosea 4:9) 





HRISTMAS BALLOONS 

RED STANDUP SANTAS 12 inches high 
with feet, ea. 2c, 55-$1.00, 100-$1.75 prepaid. Gift 
Assortments—Glassene Envelope, red seal, Santa, 
feet and 2 other good balloons per Env. 5c, 10 or 
more 4c ea., Fine for S. S. Class Gifts. Box— 
55 Novelty Head balloons with feet—$1.00, 30- 
60c, 100-$1.75. Box—90 balloons—B/G variety 
size, shape, color—$1.00, 50-60c shipped prepaid. 

WYANDOT CO. GALION, OHIO 
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TRIUMPHANT 


SONG SERVICE 






Put new life, spiritual 
uplift, inspiration, hope 
into YOUR song serv- 
ices with the book that 
is being used today in 
over 10,000 churches in 
America ! 


295 


OF THE 


“Best” Songs 


A choice selection of old favorites with 40 new 
songs never before published in a book of this 
character. Helpful worship programs, Scripture 
readings, etc. Round or shaped notes. Price 
$25 per hundred in rope bristol binding ; $40 per 
hundred bound in green, waterproof cloth, gold 
stamped and strongly re- — 
inforced for durability. 
Not prepaid. 


Write for this 
FREE CATALOG 


New 1937 edition — pre- 
sentsinteresting andhelp- 
ful music material for 
every department of 
church activity. Every 
churchshould havea copy 
for reference—write for 
yours today. i ae 
We will gladly send an examination copy of Tri- 
umphant Service Songs or any other song book 
without charge to any pastor, superintendent or 
committee member. Feel free to write us about 
your needs. 
poi 
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dk. RODEHEAVER 


HALL -MACK A 


Suite 1362, 28 E. Jackson Blvd., Chicago 
Suite 732, 124 N. 15th St., Philadelphia 








Thanksgiving and Christmas Gifts 


For Missionary Relief Among the Christians in Soviet Russia 
and Adjacent Countries 


THROUGH THE RUSSIAN INLAND RELIEF MISSION, A Corp. 
Room 610-S 


DEAR FRIENDS:—Wishing to participate in the 1937 Thanksgiving and Christmas 
Gifts for the Relief ministry to the suffering Christians in Soviet Russia, and adjacent countries, 
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1265 Broadway 
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8 and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 
g recetve.”’—Acts 20:35. 


**In all hinge I have given you an example, how that so laboring ye ought to support the weak, 
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New York, N.Y. 


how He said,‘‘It is more blessed to give than to 


[wrTiT+Tiertirrtirrereeteierrttttfttthtfthltttth ela ry 





816 * 


LH LO: 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





(Lesson for Nov. 28) Nov. 135 1937 


@ilikantelalatey its) 


Yew Fowrce of STRENGTH andl | 





InsPIRATION. 








55 Features. 7 Great Departments Make 


tHe AMERICAN FAMILY 








THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 
Truly a Bible Plus a Biblical 
Library in One Volume 


THIRD 


EDITION 


EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.D., PH.D 


Not an ordinary Reference Bible with the 
usual so-called “Helps.” This is the only work 
of its kind in the world. New! Different! Bet- 
ter! The only Bible with all the helps opposite 
the verses or directly connected with them. 
The only Bible analyzed by Book, Chapter and 
Verse. The only Bible containing thoughts 
linked with references, suggesting deeper spir- 
itual meaning. A great stimulus to Bible study. 


generation.” No other Bible is so closely at- 
tuned to this progressive, busy age; no other 
gives the Bible teaching on so many new sub- 
jects of every day interest; no other offers as 
many as over 100,000 references analyzed and 
classified according to thoughts in the verses. 
Only in this work will you find the great truths 
of the Bible taught by contrast. And every 
particle of inspiring information is made in- 
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India paper, 
14-inch thick 
-.. “A Master- 
piece of 
Condensation.” 


‘And of course only this Bible offers the 
famed Numerical Chain Reference System, 
“the greatest development in Bible Helps for a 


stantly available through the most complete 
General Index ever devised for a Bible—over 
seven thousand topics, names and places. 


Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles —Has So Many More New Helps! 


Bs 5, See chart showing Origin and Growth of the English 


a eee Ouiiee ered of Bible Periods, comparing Bib- 
Heal His th Conte y Secular History. 
3. The Ae y tm of the E ible =a Whole, 
4, The Analysis of each of the 66 Books of the Bible. 
5. The Analysis of every Chapter of the New Testament. 
6. The Analysis ofthe Verses of the entire Bible. 
i Se Rimerioatang cna I partes rant Bible Characters. 
of the Im D 

9. Contenst between the Old and New Testaments. 





ings, Men’s Nesting’, Women’s eet- 

mii % ible le y ny pera devotions and pub- 
. i levotions an: 

lic services. New and different subjects. . 


12. Bible Harmonies of the Lives of Moses and Paul. 
> > ero Portraits of Jesus. 
Messianic 


Stars. 
if Chart Khe be noe of the Babylonian Captivity. 
16. Chart A. - emple of Truth, illustrating the Ser- 


mon on the 
17. Chart of Jee Jems’ Hours on the Cross, 
16. oo Christian Workers’ Outfit. Of special value to soul 


19. All Prominent Bible Characters Classified, listing the 


Funes me, Lantos in Early Hebrew History, Courageous 
with meaning of their names given. 
20. Golden atu of the Bible. 

a A Complete General Index of over seven thousand 
tomes, names and places. 
m. 22. Special Memory Verses selected from each Book of the 

i 

23. Chart Showing Seven alone of Divine Law. 


24, Gray pe of the Prodigal So 
25. Bible Mnemonics, or how to memorize. 
3 The Principles and Best Methods of Bible Study. 
27. Pictorial Illustration of the River of Inspiration. 
a. Ee Markings, Explaining best cashed of marking 
one’s Bible. 


29. Concordance. 
30. Atlas of 12 colored maps with Index for quickly locat- 
ing places. 
Other Features in Text Cyclopedia 

81. Topleal Study of the Bible. Correlated Sorlptares 
printed out in full under 2467 ix ics and sub-topics. Three 
Seog aes ae ee a 

32. Contrast Study of Great Tevths of the Bible. Enables 


ola ag he send Testaments. 


eee fo ene ve and Destructive Forces of 
ith the Bible verses printed ~~ in full under such sub- 
jets as Faith—Unbelief, Love—Hatred, Courage—Fear, eto. 
Life Studies, such as Business ess Life, Home Life, Devo- 

oun Life, The Surrendered Lif 
34. Bil Stories for Children. A lst of 56 storles to be 

read from the Bibleitse 

35. Miracles of on the Old and New Testaments listed 


fn Cironcl 
of the ° Old Testament. Parables of the New 
Totsment, listing those given in One Gospel Only, those 
ove in Two, and those given in Three. 
7. Titles and Names of Christ; of the Holy Spirit; of God 
ths Father and of 
38. General Bible 
= p libel Ge Pes notle® ne Bible. 


'udges of Israel and Judah given in}Chronolog- 


ap List of the Notable Women of the Bible 
42. Mountains and Hills referred to in Bible, listing the 
— of Great Events, 
S. Pictonery as Material. 
44. Tabl e, Money, Weights and Measures. 


Eleven New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition 
45. The Historical Bridge, covering interval between the 


the History of the Apostles. 

ro | ean of the Gospels, citing references in different 
Is where events are given. 
Calendar of the Christian Era. 

49. The Fess Deneresien eee of Jesus, illus. 
trated with well-known paintin 
P tn the Seven Churches of Asia, described by 
ohn. 


hp Outinn Hatace of the E listic and Missi 
Work of the Early Chure sy atures ete 


k.. The apes aD Jesus and their Fulfillment, 
hronologically, with principal verses printed out 


53. Map Showing Azaverteante Distances from Jerusalem 
to Various Historical Poin 


mS. he ay Showing the oaks Arrangement of the Temple 


55. Thirteen Special Illustrated Maps Showing the Jour- 
neys of Jesus, Peter, Paul, and the Journeys of the Children 
of Israel from Egypt to Canaan. These are maps, 
mind you—not several crowded together on one page. 
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B.B. Atrkbride BIBLE CO. 


$2-116 MERIDIAN LIFE BUILDING 


INDIANAPOLIS, 


INDIANA 


The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an ime 
portant difference in meaning occurs. 


ENDORSED BY LEADERS 


No Bible has ever before won the praise 
of so many renowned Bible students and 
workers. Evangelists, scholars, and editors 
join the ministers in praising the New Chain 
Reference Bible, because they have found it, 
in actual use, to be by far the most valuable 
and practical working Bible ever published. 





SEND NOW 
for this 
big FREE 


descriptive 


BOOK 





B. B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE CO., 

Dept. S2-116, Meridian Life Bldg., 
I Indianapolis, Indiana. 
| 0 Without cost or obligation to me, ae 
| a copy of the big illustrated book, “A New 
Bible for a New Day,” and full particulars 
concerning the Third Improved Edition of 
your New Chain Reference Bible. 


(Send your special terms to Representa- 


Name—: 
Address. 











State. 





City. 
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